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A.L.A. Executive hone David H. Clift and Miss S. Janice Kee, 
Executive Secretary of A.L.A. Public Libraries Division, discuss pro- 
motion materials in nation-wide, non-partisan Register and Vote cam- 
paign sponsored by American Heritage Foundation, in which American 
Library Association is participating. Mississippi libraries will serve in 
campaign as information centers so that there will be not only more 
voters, but more informed voters. 











MICHIGAN 
NIVERSITY OF 
* GFENFRAL LIB BRARY 








TABLE OF CONTENTS 


Register and Vote Campaign 


Who’s Who in American Heritage 
Library Legislation 

Library Training 

Support Your Library Associations 
Mississippi Library Association 
S.E.L.A.—Request for Information 
A.L.A. Meeting Planned 

Library Services Bill 

Adult Reading Program 

Do Librarians Read? 
Broadcasting is Fun 

Lee County Library 


Field Notes 






































Library Solengg 


REGISTER AND VOTE CAMPAIGN 


With the goal an all-time record in registration and voting, National vi 6 
Non-Partisan Register and Vote Campaign has been launched by The 
American Heritage Foundation and more than a score of leading 0.2 
national organizations including the American Library Association. 


ALA Executive Secretary David H. Clift and Miss S. Janice Kee, 
Executive Secretary of the ALA Public Libraries Division, are guiding 
the participation of librarians in the endeavor which has three phases: 


1. More than 100 national organizations through local branches to 
stimulate registration and voting right up to election day, November 4. 





2. A huge advertising and information campaign contributed by all 
mass communication media through the Advertising Council. 


3. A program of awards offered by the Foundation to communities, 
associations and committees achieving the greatest percentage increase 
over the voting record in their areas in the last presidential election. 


Discussing the librarians’ role, Mr. Clift said: “Librarians will 
welcome this opportunity to take their place in this dynamic community 
effort within the frameword of librarianship. Here, they can make their 
most effective contribution, since they can help not only to increase the 
number of voters but the number of informed voters.” 


Miss Kee explained that the role of the librarians will vary in 
different localities and they are being counted on largely to use the 
resources of their own libraries for the essential information job. Addi- 
tional pamphlet materials and posters are being discussed with the aim 
of seeking to provide some special materials for the libraries. 


Miss Kee sees the librarian’s role as “implementing the slogan which 
will be continuously before the public during the pre-election month.” 
The advertisements and promotional materials are developed around the 
words: “Listen, Read, Look, Talk. Argue, Think and Vote.” 


Mississippi libraries are urged to take part in the campaign by sup- 
plying books and library materials on the American scene, on local, 
state and national issues and through poster, radio and other media to 
emphasize the patriotic responsibility for attending and participating 
in precinct, county and state meetings. 


Precinct meetings will be held June 5 at polling places. 


County meetings will be held June 12 in county court houses. 
State convention will be held June 26 in Jackson. 


Libraries will stress, not how to vote but, above all, to VOTE 


0). 
vU 


WHO’S WHO IN AMERICAN HERITAGE 
And What Has Been What In Mississippi's Program 
By 
Laura Currier, Mississippi Library Commission 





(Note: By way of review: About a year ago the American Library Association 
announced that funds had been secured from The Ford Foundation for promoting 
a better understanding, or perhaps a re-evaluation, by Americans of the cherished 
heritage of American citizenship. This was to be sponsored by public libraries 
through community discussion groups where the great documents of American 
history would be read and talked about. The Mississippi Library Associatoin 
counted it a privilege to sponsor the Heritage program in the state. 


This “human side of the news” analysis of the American Heritage Project in 
Mississippi has been compiled through a careful study of the scrapbook arranged 
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by Jeanne Broach, Meridian Public Library, who served as Director of the state's 
participation in the American Librery Association's program. The scrapbook is the 
most complete and the best organized presentation of a project that this reporter 
has ever seen—and that includes hundreds of winners in John Cotton Dana Library 
contests, club books, etc. Plans are being made to display it at the Library As- 
sociation meeting in Jackson in October, and to lend it to libraries who care to make 
more detailed perusal of it.) 


“It seems that the size of a library would have no effect on the 
discussion group. Its success depends upon the leaders and the type of 
persons in the group.” 


Thus does Mrs. W. F. Smith, Union County Librarian in New Albany, 
strike straight at the heart of the American Heritage Propram as it un- 
folded in Mississippi. 


Mr. R. E. Dooley, ALA official who conducted the training courses, 
hit the mark again when he gave the reply-perfect to a generous speaker 
at a Chicago meeting who suggested that the program be taken into the 
south where there “were no resources.” Miss Jeanne Broach, state 
program leader, says that it happened this way: Mr. Dooley popped up 
and said: 


”? 


“But they have people in Mississippi 
This reporter’s reaction to Mr. Dooley’s reply is much the same as Miss 
Broach’s was:—bless his heart! 


From Mrs. Smith’s deep-rooted conviction that you don’t have to be 
big as Texas to do something, and from Mr. Dooley’s attitute that people 
is about all it does take (with a little money and materials thrown in 
for good measure, of course) the American Heritage Program in Missis- 
sippi is exciting to review. And from the reports, it was even more 
exciting to be in. 


The Leaders 


The stars that deserve top billing in this drama are the LEADERS. 
They were just as good as we thought they would be from the enjoy- 
able training classes conducted last winter. 


Quitman Ross, a prominent Laurel attorney and former President of 
the State Bar Association, led the group that met at the Laurel Rogers 
Memorial Reference Library, Laurel. 


Ernest F. Puckett was the Tupelo leader. Mr. Puckett is a former 
teacher and book dealer. 


House wives came into their own as leaders with Mrs. K. S. 
Whittemore, Raymond wife of a retired army officer, and Mrs. Isham 
Mann, Meridian, whose young and energetic family keeps her busy. 


Manie Berry of Natchez brought Mr. Graham Hicks into the picture, 
who in turn brought his sense of humor to the training classes and to 
the discussion groups as well. 


Gene Hopton, an industrialist and former forum leader, guided the 
West Point group that met at the Carnegie Library under Lucille Miller’s 
inspiration. 


As in any educational venture, the teachers gave a most favorable 
account of themselves. Hollis McNeer of New Albany is on the high 
school faculty there. Regina Ellis led the second group at Laurel, while 
Augusta Zuber, dean of a small denominational college and high school 
in West Point, led the second one that met there. A veterans’ teacher 
J. Christopher McNair, was leader for one of the Tupelo groups. 
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Librarians did their part, too, as leaders. The Carver Branch Librery 
group at Jackson was led by Ruby Lyells, branch librarian. Beatrice 
Childress, librarian of Meridian’s branch library, led her group. 


Judge Taylor McElroy added the dignity of the bench to the roster of 
leaders. Will Hickman, young Oxford attorney, assisted the Judge. 


Greenwood had as their leader Daniel Kelly, County Engineer of 
Leflore County. A member of the Library Board, Kelley has taken an 
active and vigorous part in the library program there and has had 
experience in group discussion at Columbia University to contribute to 
the Delta discussions. 


Two Louisiana visitors who have given good accounts of their groups 
were Willie Dee Robbins, a Mississippian whom Louisiana tolled away 
from home, and Vivian Cazayoux, of the State Library staff in Baton 
Rouge. 


The Librarians 


The librarians kept the program close to the libraries. (Right where 
it was meant to be) Nearly every discussion group was held in the 
library. Lucile Miller opened her library evenings so that the partici- 
pants could spend some extra time in study. Gretchen Conduitte wrote: 
“The very first conference about the Heritage Program was held aboard 
the bookmobile.” Jeanne Broach relates that many participants did not 
even have a library card—and now they do! Ruby Lyells assures us that 
“the publicity has awakened some people to the existence of the recently 
provided library service to Negroes in Jackson.” Nell Davis must have got 
her library points across because GUN SHOTS came out with this state- 
ment: “GUN SHOTS believes this to be one of the most significant ef- 
forts yet made to develop an intelligent, responsible citizenship. Our 
congratulations are extended to the local library ...” Daniel Kelley 
predicts an “epidemic of group-ites.” One man in New Albany admitted 
joining just because “the librarian wanted me to. I really didn’t want 
to, at all.” He turned out to be, reports Mrs. Smith, one of the group’s 
most enthusiastic supporters, a sort of “came to scoff and remained to 
pray situation. Dorothy Hayes says that she and the library board had 
long realized the need for such a program but along came the “Ford 
Foundation and A.L.A. and gave us just the shove we needed. There is 
no telling where we are going, but we are going.” From Greenwood’s 
fascinating correspondence on the Heritage subject that found its way 
to Miss Broach’s desk, we would certainly not hazard a guess as to where 
they are going, either. But we bet, with Dorothy, that it will be places. 
Anybody within eyesight of the TUPELO JOURNAL could tell how 
Willie D. Halsell’s group was coming, and how it always knew it was 
library sponsored. That girl can think of more ways to get the library’s 
name in a newspaper than a fond mother who wants to launch a daughter 
socially. Somehow when you talk with Hannis Smith you always 
suspect that he’s connected with the library, too! Smith bragged of his 
group being rural. Some of us smiled about the rural aspects of Hinds 
County, but that library—and that discussion group—really brings them 
in from the fringes of their urban-rural population. Manie Berry en- 
countered all sorts of calamities like epidem illness in the town; and 
more pleasant but equally devestating interruptions like pilgrimages 
and pageants. In one moment of dispair she said that she expected 
the participants to appear any time in costume. Now that would have 
been a nice touch—dress in colonial costumes to discuss America’s 
heritage. We would not have been surprised to see Manie try just that, 
if it would call attention to the Fisk Library. 
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The Participants 


Whom did the leaders lead? Just about anybody. And everybody. 
A detailed analysis of occupations shows a total of 80 different kinds, 
ranging in interest from plumber to archivist, in educational require- 
ments from waitress to judge, in variety from rabbi to mortician. 


Ages ran the gamut from 16 to 82. An Oxford high school teacher 
brought two of his students. They took care of themselves well, too, say 
the people who were there. More than a third were between 36 and 49 
years of age. 


Most of the people heard about the program through—guess what! 
The library? That’s right. They gave interesting reasons for joining. 
One was just plain curious. The question, why did you join the group, 
got one laconic reply of one word: “wife!” One wanted help in becoming 
a citizen. Another wanted to meet life with more intelligence. One 
joined because his daughter had told him of the interest in discussion 
groups in other states. The majority were concerned with the times and 
felt the need for information and communication among people. 


The educational standing of the participants was higher than a 
normal cross section would have been. Leaders say that is always to 
be expected in pioneer discussions. 97 of the group members had educa- 
tion at the graduate level, while only 6 of them had no more than 
elementary formal training. 


Where did they come from: From small communities as Raymond 
and from metropolitan centers like Meridian and Laurel. From old towns 
like Natchez and New Albany. From new towns like Tupelo and West 
Point. From college centers like Oxford. They came from the heart 
of the Delta in Greenwood. They met in libraries that were large and 
comparatively well to do. They met in libraries that were units in 
Mississippi's emerging regional libraries. They met in libreries with 
elaborate buildings and in libraries that were bursting at the seams. They 
met in old, well established libraries with memories of Andrew Carnegie. 
They met in new, bustling libraries that are mechanized and rolling. 
They met in tiny libraries with single staffs. They met in big ones 
with big budgets, big ones with little budgets. The only really significant 
thread that runs through them all is that they are public libraries who 
have realized their responsibilities for adult education in the communities 
they serve. 


The Programs 


When the first announcements came out about the American Heritage 
Project of the American Library Association the word was passed along: 
This is a local affair. You do with it what you like. We will provide 
the frame. You paint the picture. 


A look at Mississippi’s groups certainly bears out the truth of that. 


What did they talk about? What did they read? Whatever they 
wanted to, apparently. The reading lists ran all the way from 
Lilienthal’s THIS I DO BELIEVE to FORTUNE’s U. S. A. PERMANENT 
REVOLUTION. The subject matter was as widespread as THE MAN 
CALLED PETER and Logan’s WHAT THE NEGRO WANTS. The range 
ran from the Constitution to HUCKLEBERRY FINN. 


Greenwood must have had fun. Their discussions stayed on a high 
intellectual pitch. And the leader did so well that he reports getting a 
compliment from—of all people—a mother-in-law! Both West Point 
groups followed much the same program with emphasis on U. S. A. 
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PERMANENT REVOLUTION. Quitman Ross led his group through the 
mazes of the Bill of Rights and other phases of the Constitution. Tupelo 
had something that interested this reporter particularly; that is the 
presence in the group of what is known in modern discussion jargon 
as a “resources person.” He was a veritable fountain of wisdom. When 
the discussion groped for facts, the participants turned to him. Out of 
his almost encyclopedic mind he pulled the needed information without 
intrusion of his opinion or without seeming to monopolize discussion. 
Ernest Puckett used his “resources person” often and very effectively. 
One Laurel group and the Hinds County group report they got almost 
immediately down to current problems, problems that affect the daily 
lives of their group. Things like segregation, equal educational op- 
portunities, tax structure, etc. came in for animated discussion. This 
reporter thrilled to sit and hear a group of colored people discuss with 
beaming pride how the Communists had failed completely to influence 
their race, when they had expected to do so well among the Negroes. 
After hearing them actually brag about staying loyal to America we have 
not worried quite as much about Communism. Meridian had a definite 
tendency to bring their discussion down to the local level, with examina- 
tion of local political machinery. Practical Americanism raised its 
head here when a newcomer to America was unable to get to the group 
meetings and members went 15 miles to get her and offered her the 
hospitality of their homes. 


The Cost 


While the best things in life are not free, they almost were to Mis- 
sissippi in this case. Sponsored locally by the Mississippi Library As- 
sociation, the Association spent $17.69 for incidental clerical expenses. 
The American Library Association’s total expenditures in the state were 
$3,588.99. Broken down, this figure represents a total for books of 
$2,589.94. (Rare budget making, that, isn’t it? To get that much money 
into books!) The leader training cost were $744.90; administration 
expenses $254.15. In passing, it would be interesting to note what 
contribution in time, energy and staff the Meridian Public Library has 
contributed to this program in Mississippi. The Association owes the 
Meridian Library Board and its librarian a debt of gratitude they cannot 
pay for their leadership. 


The Results 


The results of the project, like that of any educational program, seem 
to run off in all directions. Some things were highly desirable, it ap- 
pears; some were very unexpected. Instances of humor crept in that 
added much to certain groups. Pathos played its part, too. 


One library board member, in connection with heritage correspon- 
dence, dropped the flat statement: “We have the best librarian in the 
state!!!” (Exclamation points are his!) We dare not risk precipitating 
any debate on that subject (some other boards might take issue) but we 
do think that it is nice that the board member recognizes the quality of 
his librarian. 


Then there was the German war wife of the West Point band leader 
who missed one meeting because she was away getting her citizenship 
papers. Her diagnosis of the group was this: “This is the best thing 
that has happened to me since I came to America.” 


One of Daniel Kelley’s choice remarks went like this: “I have made 
a fair reputation by speaking and it now seems that I am making a 
better reputation by NOT speaking. Ironical, huh?” 
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Right in the middle of the discussion programs, one of Hollis 
McNeer’s students walked away with a $1,0000 prize for writing an 
essay about America. That really doesn’t have much to do with the 
Heritage group except to throw further light on the caliber of leader 
the group had in McNeer and to verify Mrs. Smith’s contention that 
New Albany people, regardless of number, can do anything. 


We don’t know how serious the results were, but we understand 
that some of the Greenwood discussions were continued at home until 
2 a.m. 


Augusta Zuber and Regina Ellis were not going to miss any op- 
portunities. With those fine films in hand, they proceeded to play one 
night stands all over West Point and Laurel. More than 800 saw them 
in West Point. Lucile Miller says: “I attended one of the showing 
to a large group of school children. While this is supposed to be an 
adult education program, we feel that it has been fine in building better 
community relationships. I was glad to hear the inspiring speech on 
Americanism that Augusta Zuber gave after the film showing.” All the 
Oak Park students saw the films in Laurel as well as all the veterans’ 
classes. 


The Greenwood MORNING STAR knew a good story when it saw 
one. During the visit of Mrs. Stevenson and Mr. Clift from the American 
Library Association, Mr. Clift made this remark: “I have never seen 
people who thought so deeply and who had so much fun at it.” To this 
Mrs. Stevenson added: “There is in this group such sound reasoning 
and authority behind their opinions instead of opinionated emotion- 
alism.” Realizing that those two had been around a bit, the MORNING 
STAR editorialized on the compliment paid the Greenwood citizens. Of 
course, we were not surprised, as the Greenwood paper was not, to hear 
that Mississippians think; But it is nice to have experts say so. And it is 
nice of the MORNING STAR to tell its readers that they did say so. 


Heritage in Print 


Not the least important of America’s Heritage is her free press. 
Far too often newspapers are taken for granted. Their importance in 
telling this project story is certainly borne out by the miles of interest- 
ing newspaper copy that this project rated. The civic-minded MERIDIAN 
STAR went all out with yards and yards of space, presenting it from 
every angle. The OXFORD EAGLE and the MERIDIAN STAR even 
gave the heritage program top center billing on the front page! Com- 
plete with three column cut and big story. Greenwood’s two papers 
did well indeed by Dorothy Hayes and her library group. Both the 
COMMONWEALTH an the MORNING STAR ran it as straight news and 
then the MORNING STAR came out with its big editorial. The state 
dailies certainly did their part with space in the JACKSON DAILY 
NEWS and the CLARION LEDGER. West Point LEADER TIMES 
came throught as usual with good coverage for anything that has to do 
with West Point’s civic and educational growth. True to form was the 
TUPELO JOURNAL, the newspaper that just outdoes itself for what- 
ever Miss Halsell wants printed, be it straight news or feature material. 
Laurel’s LEADER-CALL stood by their two programs with print. 


Out of state papers did their share, too. The COMMERCIAL 
APPEAL covered the general story and dealt in detail later on with the 
discussions in their midsouth area. The Memphis PRESS SCIMITAR 
came forth with both articles and pictures. The CHICAGO DEFENDER 
featured a picture of Tupelo’s leader, Christopher McNair, and carried 
a good story. 
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Nor were the county papers to be outdone by the dailies. Among 
the state weeklies who helped tell the story was the NETTLETON 
TIMES, MERIDIAN RECORD, UNION COUNTY GAZETTE, Hinds 
County GAZETTE, OXFORD EAGLE, Mound Bayou NEWS DIGEST, 
and MISSISSIPPI ENTERPRISE. 


Special publications gave it space in their commerical and company 
brochures. GUN SHOTS, published in Laurel by the Masonite Corpo- 
ration had a story, as did the University NEWS LETTER. Quitman 
Ross gave us a pleasant surprise by showing us a feature in the publi- 
cation of the American Bar Association’s Committee on American 
Citizenship that told of the value of the Heritage Program to their thesis. 


Photographers got in the act. Phil Mullen of Oxford did a good 
news shot. A. O. Conduitte of Millington, Tenn., came down to one of the 
training programs and made some good pictures. Cuts of them were 
made for various newspapers. An interesting comment of the relation- 
ship with newspapers came from Mr. and Mrs. Conduitte: “After only 
two hours at the CLARION LEDGER office we have good results and we 
love the cooperative staff there!” 


Radio stations did their part. Programs went out from the two 
Laurel stations, WAML and WLAU, as well as from Tupelo’s WELO. 
The Jackson stations gave time to the Carver Branch discussion program. 


The Future 


As this report is being written Jeanne Broach is at an evaluation 
conference in Chicago. There she will review Mississippi’s program and 
talk with ALA’s Committee about the possible continuation of American 
Heritage discussion groups in the state. Every library except one 
expressed interest in having the group again. Many of them have begun 
laying plans for next year, whether there is any help from ALA or not. 
Each admits, however, that no help will mean a curtailment of activity, 
especially in the case of leadership training and book supply. 


In their own suggestions for improvements, it is striking to note 
that every single library made these two observations: 


1. What we need for another year is more leadership training 
2. We need to begin earlier next year. 


Was it worth it? This reporter, of course, cannot answer that. Is 
anything worth it, anything that in these perilous times throws light 
on America and her heritage, that gives men pause to think, that brings 
them closer together, that facilitates a meeting of minds? One of the 
leaders has answered that in his own words: 


“We have lost our fear of disagreeing with our neighbors.” 


In one of the West Point groups there was a woman, 80 years old, 
whose registration blank that actually did not require a signature at all 
had only an X at the bottom. On the line where it asked for education 
there was one significant word: none! 80 years of age, unable to read or 
write, this was her reason for wanting to attend: “I wanted to learn 
through pictures.” Was it worth it? 


Will it be worth putting forth the same, or more effort to have 
Heritage discussion groups all over Mississippi beginning next fall? 
If you think so talk about it, plan for it and be ready to “sign up” if the 
opportunity comes our way again. 
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LIBRARY LEGISLATION 


The 1952 session of the Mississippi State Legislature, which ad- 
journed April 17, passed the following library legislation: 


Appropriation for Mississippi Library Commission for Fiscal years 
1952 and 1953 (H. B. No. 341, Ch. 39) $204, 800.00 

$85,000 for Library Commission Support 

119,000 for Library Extension ($25,000 of this amount is designated 
for “library service to the colored race”) 

Tax Levy for County Libraries (H. B. No. 233, Ch. 206) 


AN ACT to amend Section 1, Chapter 203, Laws of 1946, as amended by 
Section 1, Chapter 234, Laws of 1950, and to amend Section 2, Chapter 
234, Laws of 1950, so as to authorize any county having an assessed 
valuation of ten million dollars ($10,000,000.00), or less, to levy for 
public library purposes a tax not in excess of two (2) mills, and to 
authorize any county having an assessed valuation in excess of ten 
million dollars ($10, 6000, 000.00) to levy for public library purposes a 
tax not in excess of one (1) mill. 


Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi: 


Section 1. That section 1, chapter 203, laws of 1946, as amended by 
section 1, chapter 234, laws of 1950, is hereby amended to read as follows: 


Section 1. Any county having an assessed valuation of ten 
million dollars ($10,000,000.00) or more, which proposes to support or 
supports a public library may, by order of the board of supervisors of 


such county, in its discretion, levy not in excess of one (1) mill tax on all 
taxable property within the county to be used for the support, upkeep 
and maintenance of any public library proposed to be supported or 
supported by said county and located therein, which levy shall be in 
addition to the maximum levy heretofore authorized to be levied by 
counties; provided, however, that those counties imposing such levy 
shall not receive homestead exemption reimbursement for same. 


Section 2. That section 2, chapter 234, laws of 1950, is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 


Section 2. Under the provisions of this act, any county having an 
assessed valuation of ten million dollars ($10,000,000.00) or less, may 
levy a tax not in excess of two (2) mills. 


Provided, however, that the boards of supervisdrs in counties clas- 
sified in five and six classes, having a population of not less than 21,000 
people and not more than 23,000 people according to the Federal census 
of year 1950, and having lands lying in said counties which presently 
constitute a part of Bienville National Forest as said national forest is 
presently comprised, shall not have authority to levy for library pur- 
poses a tax in excess of one (1) mill. 


Provided further that the Boards of Supervisors in counties having 
a population of not more than twenty thousand (20,000) nor less than 
fifteen thousand (15,000) people, according to the Federal census of the 
year 1950, and bordering the State of Louisiana and not bordering the 
Mississippi River, shall not have authority to levy a tax in excess of one 
(1) mill for library purposes. 


Section 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after 
its passage. 


(This bill, as introduced, would have allowed all counties to levy a 
two-mill tax for library support) 
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Regional Library—Board of Trustees (H. B. 678, Ch. 207) 


AN ACT to amend section 6205, Mississippi Code of 1942, so as to provide 
for a trustee for each county participating in a regional library. 


Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi: 


Section 1. Section 6205, Mississippi Code of 1942, is amended to 
read as follows: 


6205. The management and control of a county or municipal library 
shall be vested in a board of five (5) trustees, and they shall be ap- 
pointed by the governing authorities of the county or municipality. The 
first appointments shall be for the terms of 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 years re- 
spectively, and thereafter, a trustee shall be appointed to serve five 
(5) years. 


When five (5) or less counties support a regional library, the 
management and control of the regional library shall be vested in a 
board of five (5) trustees; if more than five (5) counties support a regional 
library the board of trustees shall consist of as many members as the 
number of counties that support the library. The trustees shall be ap- 
pointed by the governing authorities of the counties that support the 
library. In a regional library supported by less than five (5) counties, 
the distribution of the membership on the board of trustees shall be 
determined by agreement among the counties that support the library. 
In a regional library of five (5) counties or more, one (1) member of the 
board of trustees shall be appointed by the governing authorities of 
each county supporting the regional library. 


In the first appointments to the regional board of trustees five (5) 
members shall be appointed for terms of 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 years re- 
spectively, and any number of trustees above five (5) shall be appointed 
for terms of one (1) year. Thereafter, all trustees shall be appointed an- 
nually to serve five (5) years. 


Vacancies on the board of trustees of a county, municipal, or 
regional library shall be filled for unexpired terms in the same manner 
in which members of the board were first appointed. No trustee shall 
receive a salary or other compensation for his service. 


Section 2. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are 
hereby repealed. 


Section 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after 
its passage. 
LEGISLATION, FAILED TO PASS 


H. B. No. 679 was introduced to provide for compensation of the 
Board of Commissioners of the Mississippi Library Commission when on 
official business. The bill died on the calendar of the House Fees and 
Salaries Committee. 


A bill was introduced in the Senate to combine the services of the 
State Library, The State Department of Archives and History, and the 
Library Commission into one agency. The bill died on-the calendar. 


LIBRARY TRAINING 
MISSISSIPPI SOUTHERN 


The program for the Department of Library Science has been ar- 
ranged so that a student can major in Library Science for 45 quarter 
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hours either by taking work throughout the regular session or by 
summer work only. This was designed for the purpose of making courses 
available for all levels of undergraduate Library Science needs. During 
the regular school year of 1951-52 we offer the following: Book 
Selection, Books and Materials for Children, Books and Materials for 
Young People, Library Service, Organization and Administration of 
School Libraries, and School Library Reference Materials. During the 
summer there will be a repetition of all of these basic courses in 
= to Advanced Reference and Bibliography, and Classification and 
ataloging. 


The session of 1951-52 has been a successful one. However, there has 
been a greater demand for librarians and teacher-librarians than there 
have been applicants to fill the openings. There is a definite need for a 
more intensified program of recruitment for librarianship. This year the 
territory covered in placements by librarians trained at Mississippi 
Southern College could be said to go from coast to coast when one takes 
into consideration that Ann Longcoy is a new member of the Medical 
Library, Veteran’s Facilities, Biloxi, Mississippi, and Lucretia Francis 
became the Assistant Librarian at the Malheur County Library in 
Ontario, Oregon. However, for the most part, places filled have been 
in school library services. 


From the number of letters that have been received, it is anticipated 
that the classes in Library Science will be fully attended during the 
summer quarter which is from July 6 through August 8. Miss Helen 
Maestri and Miss Madeline Flynt will be on the faculty of the depart- 
ment for this summer in addition to those of the regular staff. 


UNIVERSITY 


Dr. Dudley R. Hutcherson, dean of the Graduate School, announces 
that, beginning with the 1952 summer session, twelve semester hours of 
graduate work in library science will be included in the requirement 
for a master of education degree or for a master of arts degree, with a 
major in education. 


Mrs. Dorothea B. Morse will be the instructor and classes will be 
held in quarters provided in the new air-conditioned library building. 


DELTA STATE 


Two courses in library science designed for teacher librarians will 
be offered simultaneously from June 4 to July 13. They will be directed by 
Miss Mary Joan Finger, Clarksdale High School librarian, assisted by Miss 
Eleanor Harkins, Delta State librarian; Miss Elizabeth Dakin, assistant 
librarian; and Mrs. Kathryn B. Bennett, cataloguer. 


STATE COLLEGE 


For the first time in several years, and perhaps in the history of the 
college, four library science courses will be offered during the regular 
school year beginning next September. These same courses will be 
offered during the summer session of 1952. They do not indicate a 
major or minor in library science but are offered to meet the minimum 
requirements of the Southern Association and State Department of 
Education for certain types of teacher-librarians. The courses are: 


L Sc513. Books and Related Material for Elementary Schools. 
3 credits. 


L Sc613. Books and Related Materials for Secondary Schools. 
3 credits. 
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L Sc713. Administration and Use of the School Library. 
credits. 


L Sc813. Organization of Materials in the School Library. 
3 credits. 


SUPPORT YOUR LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS 


The MLA Secretary-Treasurer reminds us that any time is a good 
time to join the MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. With such 
low dues it hardly seems possible that every librarian and library trustee 
in Mississippi would not become an active member of the Association by 
sending $1.00 dues to Miss Elizabeth Dakin, Assistant Librarian, Delta 
State Teachers College, Cleveland. To date only 231 individuals and 26 
institutions this year have done this. 


Membership dues for the SOUTHEASTERN LIBRARY ASSOCI- 
ATION are—$2.00 for those who are members of a state library associ- 
ation or of the American Library Association, $3.00 for individuals who 
are not a member of either a state library association or the American 
Library Association. Mississippi has only 80 members of Southeastern. 
Can’t we do better than that? 


Dues for membership in the AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION: 


if your salary is 
_...$2,999 or less 
.. 3,000 to $3,499 
. 3,500 to 3,999 


4,000 to 4,499 
wsancccentaune Ge 2) 4550 
Trustee and lay members... $6.00 


Mrs. Dorothea B. Morse, University of Mississippi, is State ALA 
Membership Chairnm.an and solicits dues to the national organization. Only 
127 Mississippians have joined ALA for the current year. What do I get 
out of it? The American Heritage program has spent $3,588.00 in the 
state, in addition to many professional services to individuals and 
libraries, the ALA Bulletin sent to all members etc, etc—And too, what 
about that quality called PROFESSIONAL PRIDE? Doesn’t that fill us 
with a sense of wanting to “belong?” 


Elizabeth Jones, Grenada County Library, solicits membership to 
the Children’s Library Association, a Division of Libraries For Children 
and Young People of ALA. Membership in ALA entitles you to mem- 
bership in one Division without extra charge if request is made. Mem- 
bership in this Division will mean: 


PROFESSIONAL IDENTITY 


The fun and stimulus of working together and sharing plans and 
ideas—with the object of advancing library work for children. 


“TOP OF THE NEWS” 


A magazine published four times a year by the Division of 
Libraries for Children and Young People. It is filled with 
booklists, up-to-the-minute ideas for your work, and news of 
interest to the public and school librarians. 


AN OPPORTUNITY TO VOTE FOR THE NEWBERY AND CALDE- 
COTT AWARDS LISTING OF YOUR NAME AND SPECIAL WORK 
IN THE A.L.A. DIRECTORY 
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Mississippi Library Association 
By Anona Jenkins, President 


Be sure to mark the dates “OCTOBER 2-4” on your fall calendar 
and plan now to attend the Mississippi Library Association meeting in 
Jackson, with headquarters at the Hotel Heidelberg. Though Mr. Hal 
Austin, Manager, has agreed to set aside a number of rooms for the use 
of the Association, it would be wise to make your reservations at an 
early date. 


We are doing our best to plan an interesting and informative pro- 
gram. Your response to my letter of February 21 was most gratifying 
and we are incorporating into our plans many of your ideas and sug- 
gestions. The program is shaping up as follows: 


Thursday afternoon: Registration. Exhibits. 


Thursday evening: “Problems’ Clinic” (followed by social hour) 
Manie Berry, Moderator 
“Audio-Visual Material”—Leader: Margarete 
Peebles 
“Short Cuts to Better Library Service”— 
Leader: To be selected 


Friday morning: Exhibits. General Meeting. Welcome Address by 
the Governor. 


Featured Speaker to be selected 


Friday Noon: CLM luncheon—Mrs. Cliff Thomas, presiding. Featured 
Speaker to be selected. 


Friday afternoon: Short program. Exhibits. Library Commission 
will hold Open House and hopes to have Mr. W. T. Person, Greenwood, 
author of “Bar-Face” (Literary Guild selection) and other stories, to 
greet visitors. 


Friday night: Book Dinner. Door Prize. Featured peaker to be 
selected 


Saturday morning: Exhibits. Sectional meetings, preceded by a 
short joint meeting. we have invited several prominent speakers to be 
with us but it will be August before we know definitely who will accept 
our invitation. 


Our next Executive Board meeting will be held in Clarksdale 
about the middle of August. If you have any other program suggestions, 
or suggestions for subjects to be discussed, or anything else concerning 
the fall meeting, please let us know. As I have said before, we are 
anxious to make this program interesting and inspiring to everyone. 


L). 
<> 


SOUTHEASTERN LIBRARY Association—Request for information 


Miss Margaret Dickson, Chairman, Southeastern Library Associ- 
ation Committee on School and Public Library Co-operation, informs 
us that she is sending a questionnaire to all free public libraries in the 
Southeastern area which reported an annual income of $5,000 or more 
in the 1949 Library Directory. 





We hope that Mississippi libraries receiving the questionnaire will 
be punctual in giving the information requested. 
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We say in the Library Commission office, “It is a rare day that fails 
to bring a questionnaire”. Questionnaires do take time to answer but 
the person requesting the information has valid reasons for the request 
and if the information serves a general use we make every effort to 
respond. 


We are particularly interested to have out-of-state questionnaires 
returned so that our state will make as good showing as possible in 
comparison with other states. 


4). 
8 





ALA MEETING PLANNED 


The 71st annual session of the American Library Association will be 
held in New York City June 29-July 5. “Books Are Basic” is the con- 
ference theme. 


Among outstanding speakers will be Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt who will 
speak on the subject of books as bridges to international understanding. 
Norman Cousins, editor of Saturday Review, will be the featured speaker 
of the Friends of the Library luncheon. There will be an international 
exhibit of children’s books and a reception for authors and illustrators 
of children’s books, the Newbery-Caldecott Banquet, attractions will be 
the ALA Clearing House for Library Problems, a pre-conference Book 
Workshop June 28-29, and a post-conference tour of New York State’s 
libraries. 


Headquarters will be the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. 


4) 
<> 


THE LIBRARY SERVICE BILL 





Word comes from the ALA Washington Office that the Library 
Service Bill is among bills to be considered by the Committee on Edu- 
cation and Labor of the House. This Bill has been reported favorably 
by the sub-committee. Adjournment of Congress is tentatively set for 
June 30 and it is hoped that the Bill will be voted on before this time. 


Copies of the Bill—H. R. 5195—may be secured by writing to Mis- 
sissippi Congressmen. The Bill provides for federal funds for a demon- 
stration period only—a five-year period. The type of library service, 
selection of personnel and all expenditures will be decided within the 
state, not by the Federal Government. 


Mississippians are urged to write members of Congress for a copy of 
the Bill. Also ask for a copy of LIBRARY SERVICE IN RURAL AREAS 
which is a record of hearings on the Library Services Bill. These hear- 
ings and written testimonials from practically every state give a graphic 
picture of the need for library development in the United States. 


Your inquiry and expression of interest may be a deciding factor in 
the passage of this Bill. Remember the Bill failed by three votes last 
year. 


ADULT READING PROGRAM 


The Library Commission is sponsoring adult reading through 
libraries, clubs, organizations and, as direct service to patrons who do 
not have access to a library. A certificate will be issued to each patron 
who reads eight books from four subject groups. Local librarians will 
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aid readers in this diversified reading program, or this service will be 
given to patrons who get books directly from the Library Commission. 


The Library Commission has issued an adult reading list—BALANCE 
YOUR READING DIET—which is available on request. 


4) 
vv 





DO LIBRARIANS READ? 


The last issue of Library News (March 1952) carried an article at 
the top of page 27 asking public librarians for an opinion on a question 
which we thought was of general concern. Frankly, we anticipated a 
larger correspondence regarding the question. Very few public librarians 
have indicated an interest in the subject. 


For those who did respond, the Library Commission is making plans 
to follow through on suggestions received. Those who may be “thinking 
it ol aa yet write and answer the questions asked, if they are 
interested. 


~£). 


BROADCASTING IS — FUN! 





By 


Lucile Peacock, Librarian 
Evans Memorial Library, Aberdeen 


It’s 9:30 Saturday morning in Aberdeen and over the WMPA air 
lanes there’s the pleasing quaint melody of Music Box Serenade. Then 
the announcer says, “Got a few moments in which to hear about a spot 
in Aberdeen packed with adventure, mystery, excitement, romance and 
history? If you have, stay around and listen to the Evans Memorial 
Library Read-A-Book Program. Coming—stories, chorus groups, read- 
ings, book reviews, discussions—a wide variety of programs is coming.” 


— Then as the last melodious tinkle fades away, up to the micro- 
phone goes the librarian who announces the program which will fill 
the allotted 30 minutes. WMPA the new broadcasting station serving 
Aberdeen, Amory and Northeast Mississippi began operation February 
18 with the library’s first program February 23. The manager, engineer 
and announcers are good friends of the library and cooperate in every 
way. 


The very first program was an air tour of the Evans Memorial 
Library plus—!! Clocks in radio stations stand still is the observation of 
one librarian who had never stood before a “mike” until the first broad- 
cast! Therefore the above “plus” stands for the furious ad libbing done 
when the script refused to lengthen to 30 minutes! She crossed the 
“Rubicon of the ether” that first day! 


The library’s programs have been “bits of spice”, in so far as 
variety goes. On them have appeared: the Country Home Demonstration 
Club Agent; members of the Aberdeen Womans Club; the Garden Club; 
the UDC; a Pilot Club leader; a Boy Scout; Aberdeen Junior High 
School Choral Group; Aberdeen High School Glee Club; and many other 
groups and individuals. One of the most popular programs was that 
presented by the high school history class on “Renewing Our Faith”. 
Tried words of wisdom from Paine’s The American Crisis; from Franklin’s 
Poor Richard’s Almanac; from the Declaration of Independence; Gettys- 
burg Address; the Four Freedoms, along with quotations from other 
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American leaders—all interspersed with patriotic songs brought to 
listeners a program they praised highly. 


Reviews of best sellers such as: The Man Called Peter by Catherine 
Marshall and The Gown of Glory by Agnes Turnbull seeemed to have 
great appeal also. There have been stories for children and the summer 
will hold even more. Several groups of Junior High School students 
reviewed, others discussed favorite books they had read. It so happened 
that several of these book title bore the number five in them: Five on 
Treasure Island; Five on a Merry-Go-Round; Five Go Adventuring 
Again; Five Bushel Farm—etc. Therefore the reading teacher wrote 
the little introductory rhyme: 


The magic of five 

Just makes books come alive! 

At the Evans Library children just thrive 
Busier than bees in a bee hive! 


Yes, the radio program helps too, to make things “thrive” at the 
library. We are amazed at the number of regular listeners we seem to 
have all over town and county. 


Participants have been delighted to be on the programs. Looking 
ahead we find nearly every local organization scheduled to take part. 
Yes, broadcasting is FUN. Won’t you join us and Read-A-Book? 


There’s the Music Box again and the announcer with his closing 
words 


“Each week at this time the Evans Memorial Library—Research 
Center of North Mississippi will go on the air. This library was a gift 
to the town of Aberdeen by the late Dr. William Augustus Evans, one- 
time Chicago Health Director and author of the first syndicated health 
column in the United States—“How To Keep Well.” Not only does this 
library serve town and county, it is outstanding in the state for its 
historical collections. 


Today we heard Miss Lucile Peacock, Librarian of the Evans 
Memorial Library, who introduced the guest on the Read-A-Book Pro- 
gram.” 


4) 


LEE COUNTY LIBRARY 
By 
Willie D. Halsell, Librarian 





1. Radio 


“School Days”, a radio program featuring the different schools of 
Lee County and the city of Tupelo, and sponsored by the Lee County 
Library, has just cocluded after another successful year. Fourteen 
county schools and four city schools participated. 


Beginning with the Halloween theme in October, an interesting 
program was broadcast each Tuesday over WELO. Two plays in 
observance of Book Week, choral readings on Mississippi history, original 
poems, appropriate stories and songs, and instrumental music, all 
centered around timely subjects, provided many excellent programs. 


On Tuesday morning the children went to the radio station where a 
tape recording of their program was made. Then they visited the Lee 
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County Library, and toured the building but stopped especially in the 
Mending Room where they were instructed in the care of books. In the 
afternoon when all were back in school, their program was broadcast 
and the school listened in. 


Vrhile the program was on the air, a permanent recording was made 
at the Lee County Library on its machine. These records are filed, and 
may be loaned to schools. They are frequently borrowed, along with 
the portable player, and the children may hear themselves over and 
over, thus leading to improvement of their speech and technique. 


2. Expanded Service 


The conviction that ten years of school service and some community 
reading for a shorter length of time, shold be paying off led the Lee 
County Library to expand its rural service during the past Fall and 
Winter. Fourteen new Bookmobile stops and deposit stations were 
added to the schedule. The response to this enlarged service was im- 
mediate and whole hearted. During six months, the circulation among 
rural people (outside the schools) increased 600 per cent. “Reading 
readiness” is now an established fact in the county! 


FIELD NOTES 
Coming Events 


Monroe County is next! The Board of Supervisors there has charged 
the Field Representative of the Library Commission thus: “During the 
coming fiscal year we want the very best possible library service. We 
are willing to support it to the maximum of the law, but we want to 
make sure that we get the most for our money. Go to our neighboring 
counties an see if they want to work with us. Tell them we are willing 
to meet with them and make plans for cooperative library service. Then 
come back and report to us at our next meeting”. Watch events in 
Monroe County and the surrounding territory. A vitalized and dynamic 
library program is possible there. With the confident backing of good 
public officials like the Monroe County Supervisors, who have the vision 
and imagination, there is bound to result good service. 


The Next Step 


Concerted community library action in Columbus and Lowndes 
County offers promise. On April 3, Lura Currier went to Columbus to 
speak before the Exchange Club in response to the club’s question: 
“How can we have as good a library as other cities the size of ours have?” 
Representatives from all the community and all civic and service groups 
were there. As a result of that meeting, the Junior Auxiliary, who 
had the library as their secondary project for the year, laid plans for a 
second meeting. On May 6, Mrs. Eley and Mrs. Currier met with the 
Lowndes County Library Board in the afternoon and with the community 
wide planning group at night. Mrs. Allison Hardy, Chairman of the 
Lowndes County Library Board, reviewed the history of the library, 
showing the step by step progress that has been made through the years. 
Mrs. Eley and Mrs. Currier pointed out that regional library develop- 
ment was the next logical step in the library’s growth, in keeping with 
its steady climb and its record of achievement. Many penetrating 
questions were asked by the citizens and an examination was made of the 
trends and practices of library service throughout the state. The Lowndes 
County Library Board gave attention to this expression of concern and 
interest on the part of the citizens and are planning to make recom- 
mendations as to what pattern of development their library should take. 
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As others see us 


“We have been doing things pretty much the same way for a long 
time. It is about time we took stock to see if there are some more 
modern methods, any short cuts, any changes that will facilitate our 
services.” 


This statement from Anona Jenkins, Librarian of the Carnegie 
Library in Clarksdale, brought about one of the most exciting and enjoy- 
= experiences the field representative of the Library Commission has 
had. 


In the healthiest attitude of self- appraisal, each staff member dis- 
cussed her job with Mrs. Currier, analyzed every activity in its relation 
to the whole program, and constantly asked hereself why in connection 
with what she was doing. 


Mrs. Currier has summarized her findings by declaring that she got 
more out of the week’s living with the library staff than Clarksdale did! 
In somewhat more detail she reported: “The groundwork that Miss 
Jenkins had laid for the visit with the staff beforehand resulted in the 
maximum of achievement for the field worker. Greeted with the 
warmest enthusiasm and the most cooperative spirit on the part of every 
worker in the library, I was able to see their whole program as a pattern. 
When a library that has the high standards of professional service that 
Clarksdale has, and has had for many years, feels the necessity for re- 
examination of routines and methods its continued development is 
assured. The fine attitude of self criticism and appraisal, and the high 
staff morale in Clarksdale represents a maturity and a vision that it was 
a pleasure to share. While the whole library atmosphere of Clarksdale 
impressed me greatly there were some specific things that I would like to 
comment on as being outstanding. First, the place that the library 
occupies in the thinking of the community. Leaders among lawyers, 
doctors, planters, business men respect the library, regard it as their 
equal professionally, respect its librarian and her staff. No one feels 
“sorry for the poor library” and supports it with an attitude of charity. 
Indeed not! The library is somebody in that town and county. Then, 
there are the long hours that its services are available. People in 
Coahoma County can get to the library. It doesn’t close up at the 
busiest library time. Its operation is clearly based on the needs of the 
people, not on the whims of the staff. The services, once the people are 
in the library, are amazing. Nothing is too much trouble. Then, I liked 
the solution that they have made to the young adult question. Service 
and discipline have been solved with one imaginative stroke. They did 
not have to wait until they had a new building with a fine young adult 
department. They did what they counld with what they had and the 
results have been amazing.” 


This study of the Clarksdale Library represents a type of relation- 
ship between the local libraries and the state agency that will result in 
each of them being able to do a much better job for the people of Missis- 
sippi. 

Forward March 


Jackson County Library continues to plan and set into motion its 
library machinery. Shipments of books have been made to Moss Point, 
Ocean Springs and Van Cleave. The Board of Supervisors have ad- 
vertised the bonds for erection of the new welfare building on the site 
where the library and county offices are now located. Half of the lot 
is to be used by the city of Pascagoula to construct their new library 
building whose facilities will be used for countywide library service. 
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Beyond The Call of Duty 


Besides being funny, people are also swell. No one has any more 
opportunity to find that out than a field worker. Just when Lura 
Currier is stoutly ready to declare that she has seen everything, along 
comes a story like this one that makes life worth starting all over again. 


Van Cleave, a small rural community in Jackson County, has had a 
long and interesting library history. For more years than any one can 
remember there has been a Van Cleave Library Association that has 
maintained public library service on a strictly volunteer basis, centering 
most of its activity around the school, community focal point. A few 
years ago a disastrous fire destroyed the school—and, of course, the 
library. Rebuilding it has been hard and the library has been unable 
to get back to its former status. No one in Jackson County welcomed 
the new county library program more than Van Cleave. Mrs. J. T. 
Lockard, county board member from that district, reports: “People every- 
where are saying how glad they are that we can have a real library again. 
The Van Cleave Library Association wants to work with the new set-up 
in the closest harmony to see a revival of reading in this community.” 


On the first formal visit to the rejuvenated library, the field worker 
was pleasantly surprised to walk in and find that the volunteer keeping 
the library open that Saturday afternoon (the Association is furnishing 
the staff on a volunteer basis) was and old class mate from Perkinston 
Junior College days. After a few minutes of reminiscing, we got down 
to the business of the library. 


The room was full of the brightest, cleanest, happiest little children 
just reading up a storm. In disciplined order they were going from one 


book to another with overwhelming enthuisasm. They had rushed out 
to help unload the books, began staking out claims for the new ones as 
they were unpacked, and gave on-the-spot book reviews of other titles 
they had read by the same authors. 


“In what sections of the community do these children live?” asked 
Mrs. Currier. 


“Oh, they are mine,” replied Mrs. Watkins Murphy, the librarian. 
“Not all of them?” 


“Yes, they are all mine. We have seven children and they are all 
great readers, except the three months old baby and she is beginning to 
reach for books.” 


It certainly took a few minutes to grasp all of that! A mother with 
seven children and still time to give to volunteer community library 
service! (Remind me never to complain about being too busy again!) 
Her explanation was quite simple; to her, that is. She wanted library 
service for the community. She was glad of the opportunity to do some- 
thing for it. She wanted to rear her children in that sort of environment 
that a library creates. Both she and her husband have always been 
readers and she guesses the “children just inherited a love for books.” 


Five assist, Nobody out 


Beth Love, Bookmobile Librarian of the First Regional Library, has 
been named Acting Head of the First Regional Library until a new Di- 
rector is employed. Mrs. Gretchen Conduitte resigned May first to serve 
as librarian of the Jackson, Tenn., Free Public Library. Miss Love writes: 


“This is such a big responsibility that it leaves me shaking. But the 
staff has rallied round and is working like beavers to help me keep 
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things going. I am certainly grateful for the way every one of them has 
pitched in. Such fine spirit is something that you can’t buy.” 


Mrs. Celia Wiygul, Mrs. Fannie Carter, Mrs. Irene Scott, and Harvey 
Jackson are the faithful staff members who are helping Beth keep the 
home fires burning. Valuable professional assistance is being given 
by Mrs. Ray Williams, ex-librarian who, as Ross Jeffers, was well known 
at the University of Mississippi Medical School where she was librarian. 
Her experience in county library work in Calfornia makes her an asset 
to the region, both as temporary consultant and as wife of Ray Williams, 
one of Tate County’s representatives on the Regional Library Board of 
Trustees. 


The Library Board of the First Regional Library has announced the 
appointment of Mr. James R. Housel, Ellensburg, Washington, to fill the 
position of Director. Mr. Housel received his education at the University 
of Wyoming and the University of California. He has held library 
positions at the University of Wyoming, Richmond Public Library, 
Richmond, California, and comes to Mississippi from the head position 
in the Ellensburg Public Library, where he has been since May 1950. 


Mr. Sykes Hartin, Director of Libraries of the University of Missis- 
sippi, has been awarded a fellowship for graduate study by the General 
Education Board of New York City. Mr. Hartin will enter the University 
of Michigan this summer. 


Miss Mary Sherard has accepted the position as head librarian in the 
Vicksburg Public Library. Miss Sherard received a degree from Missis- 
sippi State College for Women in 1942. For several years she taught in 
Warren County and for the past two years has been librarian in the 
Gulfport City School System. She has had library training at the Uni- 
versity of Alabama and will receive a library science degree from the 
University of Louisiana Library School this summer. 


Miss Rosa Tabb, who has served faithfully for many years in the 
Houston Public Library is away on account of illness and Mrs. J. G. 
Sanderson has been appointed acting librarian. 


Mrs. Martha Edwards has resigned as librarian of the Neshoba 
County Library and Mrs. W. N. Crosland has been appointed to fill the 
position. 


Mrs. Ludie Chamblee has resigned as Monroe County Librarian. This 
position has not been filled since the Board of Supervisors has decided 
to make a larger tax levy for library support and to organize the library 
on different plans, which are discussed elsewhere in this bulletin. 


Ludie Wood reports that a new floor in the Pontotoc County Library 
and the “new look” the library has taken on is worth all of the dirt and 
work that it cost to give the library a face lifting. 


The Oktibbeha County Library has been moved from the Courthouse 
to very attractive quarters in a down-town building. Mrs. Frances B. 
McKay and her library board and interested friends have worked hard in 
transferring the library from old to new quarters and in securing addi- 
tional library funds. 


Bobby Ford has resigned as head librarian of the Copiah County 
Library and Mrs. Benjamin Simmons has been appointed in the position. 
Bobby has given excellent service in organizing the library but, because 
of home responsibilities will continue to work on a part-time basis 
for awhile. Mrs. Simmons comes to Hazlehurst from Moss Point where 
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she was school librarian for the past several years. She has taught and 
been school librarian in several of the larger high schools of the state. 
She received library training from the University of Alabama. 


It is with regret that we announce that Hannis Sanders Smith re- 
signed from the position of librarian of Hinds County to accept the 
position of Public Library Consultant on the staff of the Wisconsin Free 
Library Commission. This resignation not only takes away one librarian 
but two. June Smith, librarian with the Department of Archives and 
History, resigned this position to accompany her husband to Madison, 
Wisconsin. 


Frances Bethea Dent, who has served as assistant in the Hinds County 
Library for the past several years, has been appointed librarian. 


Mississippi State College for Women is furnishing, for this year’s 
class of those who are graduating with a major in library science, the 
following who have accepted positions in libraries in the state: 


Carey Moore will become assistant librarian in the Northeast 
Regional Library, taking the place of Janis Biggers who is resigning for 
matrimonial purposes; Mary Robbins will go to Clarksdale Public 
Library to fill a new position on the staff there; Jean Wilson will become 
a member of the staff of the William Alexander Percy Memorial 
Library, Greenville; Jane Riddell will go to the Jackson Public Library. 








